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September 14, 2005

H. Paxson Keates
1 12 S. Oxford Avenue #801
Ventnor, New Jersey 08406

Re: Offer of Settlqment in Lieu of Filing a Formal Complaiat

Dear M r. Keates:

This letter is to advise you that the New Jersey Cem
etery Board (hereinafter t'the Board'')has had an oppo

rtunity to review information conceming your positio
n as President & Treasurerof Laurel M emorial Pazk, Inc. while holding an active New Jersey State Funeral Director'sLicense

.

Upon review of all available information
, the Board hms prelim inarily found that probabl

ecause exists to support a finding that your holding the aforesaid positions simultaneously is a
violation of the New Jersey Cemetery Act

, 2003., specifically, N.J.S.A.45:77-16(c) which statesin pertinent pm :

A cem etery com pany
, and any person engaged in the management

, operation or control ofa cemetery c
ompany, directly or indirectly

, is specifically prohibited 9om engaging directly o
rindirectly, in any of the following activities:

(1) the manufacture or sale of memorials;
(2) the manufacture or sale of private mausoleums;
(3) the manufacture or sale of vaults

, including vaults installed in a p-ave before or aft
ersale and including vaults joined with each other in pound; and

(4) the conduct of any funeral home or in the business or profession of mortuary science:
provided that crematoriums operated in conjunction with ftmeral homes plior toDece
mber l , l 971 are excepted 9om the provisions of this 

pararaph (4).
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At this juncttzre, the Board has preliminarily concluded that the 
above violation islsufficient t

o wm ant the initiation of formal proceedirlgs against 
you. Notwithstanding thatdecision

, however, the Board has determined that it Filt first offe
r you an opporttmity to settlethis matter

, and thereby avoid the initiation of formal proceedings
, should you consent to:

cease and desist from jimultaneously engaging in th
e management, operation orcontrol of th

e cemetery, direçtly or indiredly
, and in the conduct of the ftmeralb

usiness;

Notify the Board within 30 days of your 
receipt of this letter of the manner in

which you have elected to comply with th
e statute, providing docum entation qsf

yo'uz cessation of either or both activities
.

lf you are willing to settle this matter on the 
offered settlement terms

, you may doso by signing the acknowledgm ent at th
e botlom of this letter

, and returning it to the Boardoo ce
. Upon your signature

, this letter will be a matter of public record
.

ln the event you are unwilling to settle this m
atter on the offered terms

, it will bel'efelzed to the Attomey Ge
neral's oftice for the initiation of appropdate enforeement action. lnsuch event

, you will be afforded an opportunity to defend against the alleged violation
. Shouldyou have any questîons concem i

ng this letter or the settlement offer herein
, l suggest that youhave yotzr attom

ey contact Deputy Attomey General John D
. Hugelm eyer, who may be reachedat (973) 693-5056.

lf you elect to settle this matter now
, you should sign the acknowledgnent at theb

ottom of this letler and return it to the Board within thi
rty (30) days following your receipt ofthis letter

. In the event that the Board receives no respo
nse from you witllin thirty (30) days

, theBoard's settlement offer will be withd
rawn, and the m atte.r will be referred to the Attor

neyGeneral's Office for the initiation of appropri
ate enforcement proceedings

.
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tACKNOW LEDGM ENT: 1
, H. Paxson Keates hereby acknowledge that l have read andreviewed the setllement proposal set forth in the above letter

. 1 acknowledge the condud whichhas been charged
. 1 arn aware that

, by si.gning this acknowledo ent
, 1 am waiving any rights 1may have to defend myself against 

any charges of wrongdoing
. 1 am also aware that the actio

ntaken against me by the Board h
erein is a matter of public record, and that this letter is a publi

c
document. l hereby agree to comply with 

all requirements set fol4h in th
e settlem ent letter

.

Dated:

H. Paxson Keates

Jolm D. Hugelmeyer
, Deputy Attomey General

certified & regular mail


